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PHIL, ii. 5 
Not as tho“ T had already attained, either 
| were already perfect. 


* 


1. T HERE is ſcarce any Expreſſion in Holy Writ, 
oy which has given more Offence than this. The 
Word Perfect is what many cannot bear. The 
very Sound of it is an Abomination to them. And who- 
ſoever preaches Perfection (as the Phraſe is) 7.e. aſſerts 
that it is attainable in this Life, runs great Hazard of be- 
ing accounted by them, worſe than a Heathen Man or 
à Publican, © _ „ 1 8 
2. And hence ſome have adviſed, wholly to lay aſide 
the Uſe of thoſe Expreſlions ; © becauſe they have gi- 
“ yen ſo great Offence.“ But are they not found in the 
Oracles of Gop ? If fo, by what Authority can any 
* Meſſenger of G op lay them aſide, even tho” all Men 
ſhould be offended? We have not ſo learned CarisT; - 
either may we thus give place to the Devil. Whatſo- 
ſoever Gop hath ſpoken, that will we ſpeak, whether 
Men will hear, or whether they will forbear: Know- 
ing that then alone can any Miniſter of Cur15T be pure _ 
from the Blood of all Men, when he hath ot /bunned s 
declare unto them all the Counſel of God. . 
3. We may not therefore lay theſe Expreſſions aſide, 
ſeeing they are the Words of God and not of Man: 
But we may, and ought to explain the Meaning of them; 
that thoſe who are fincere of Heart, may not err to the* 
Right-Hand or to the Leſt, from the Mark of the Prize 
of their high Calling. And this is the more needful to 
be done, becauſe in the Verſe already repeated, the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf as not perfect; Nor, ſaith he, 
at th I auere already 8 And yet immediately 
after, in the 15th Verſe, he ſpeaks of himſelf, yea and 
many others, as perfect; Let us, ſaith he, as many as be + 
per fert, be thus mind:d. 4 ur | 3 
$4: In order therefore to remove the Difficulty ariſing - © \, 
from this ſeeming Rs os as well as to give Light . 
AV _ Ts | to 
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to chem who are preſſing forward to the Mark, and that 


thoſe who are lame be not turned out of the Wa . I 


malt endeavour to ſhew, | 
Firſt, In what Senfe Chriſtians are rot; and, 
Setondly, In what Senſe they are perfect. 


I.) 2. In the firſt Place I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, in 
what Senſe Chriſtians are zo? perfeck. And both from 
Experience and Scripture it appears, firſt, that they are 
not perfect in Knowledge: They are not /o perfect in 
this Life, as to be free from Ignorance, They know, 
it may be, in common with other Men, many Things 
relating to the preſent World : And they know, with 
regard to the Word to come, the general Truths 
which God hath revealed. They know likewiſe (what 
the r tural Man receiveth not; "for theſe Things are 
*. itually diſcerned) What manner of Love it is, aubere- 


- "awith the Father hath kwed them, that they ſheuld be cal. 
kd the Sens Ged. They know the mighty Workings of | 
Eis Spirit in their Hearts, and the Wiſdom of his Pro. 


vidence, directing all their Paths, and cauſing all Things 
'to work together for their Good; yea, they know in 
every Circumſtance of Life, what the Lord requireth of 


them, and how 7 kcep a Conſcienee void of O, Fence both. 
8 Ae 
toward God and toward Man. 


2. But innumerable are the Things which they know 


not. Teuching the Almighty Himſelf, they cannot ſearch 
Him cut to Perfection. Le, theſe are but a Part of his. 
Hays; but the Thunder of his Poxver, who can under- 
fand? They cannot underſtand, I will not ſay, how there 
ere Three that bear Record in Heawen, the Father, the 
Fon, and the Holy Spirit, and theſe Three are One; or how 
the eternal Son of God tool upon Himyelf the Form of a 
Servant : But not any one Attribute, not any one Cir- 
eumſtance of the Divine Nature. Neither is it for them 
to know the Times and Seaſons when God will work his 

reat Works upon the Earth; no, not even thoſe which 
Fe hath in part revealed, by his Servants the Prophets, 
ſince the World began. Much leſs do they know when 


God, having acconpliped the Number of bis Elec, 52 : 
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haſten his Kingdom : When the Heavens ſhall paſs away 
with a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with 
fervent Heat, 5 „ 
3. They know not the Reaſons even of many of his, 
preſent Diſpenſations with the Sons of Men: But are 
conſtrained to reſt here, Tho' Clouds and Darineſs ars 
round about him, Righteouſneſs and Fudgment are the Ha- 
bitation of his Seat. Yea, often with regard to his 
Dealings with themſelves doth their Lord ſay unto them, 
What I do, thou knoweſt. not now ; but thou ſhalt know 
bereaftcr. And how little do they know, of what is 
ever before them, of even the viſible Works of his 
Hands? How he ſpreadeth the North over the empty 
Place, and hangeth the Earth upon nothing? How he 
unites all the Parts of this vaſt Machine by a ſecret 
Chain which cannot be broken? So great is the Igno- 
rance, ſo very little the Knowledge of even the beſt of 
Men. . „„ | Wo 
II.) 4. No one then is ſo perfect in this Life as to be 
free from Ignorance. Nor, ſecondly, from Miſtake, 
which indeed, is almoſt an unavoidable Conſequence of 
it; ſeeing thoſe who know but in part, are ever liable 
to err, touching the Things which they know not. "Tis 
true, the Children of God do not miſtake, as to the. 
Things eſſential to Salvation. They do not put Dark- 
neſs for Light, or Light for Darkneſs, neither ſeek Death 
in the Error of their Life. For they are taught of G, 
and the Way which he teaches them, the Way of Holi- _ 
neſs, is fo plain, that he wayfaring Man, the a Fool, 
need not err therein, But in Things uneſſential to Sal- 
vation, they do err, and that frequently. The beſt and 
wiſeſt of Men are frequently miſtaken, even with re- 
gard to Facts; believing thoſe Things not to have been, 
which really were, or thoſe to have been done, which 
were not: Or, ſuppoſe they are not miſtaken, as to the 
Fact itſelf, they may be, with regard to its Circum- 
ſtances ; believing them, or many of them, to have 


4 


deen quite different, from what in Truth they were. 


And hence cannot but ariſe many farther- Miſtakes. 
Hence they may believe either paſt or preſent Actions, 
which were, or are evil, to be good; and ſuch as were, 
or are good, to be evil. Hence allo they may judge, 
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„„ 
not according to Truth, with regard to the Characters 
of Men: And that not only by ſuppoſing good Men to 

be better, or wicked Men to be worſe than they are; but 
by believing them to have been, or to be good Men, 
Who were, or are very wicked; or, perhaps, thoſe to 
have been, or to be wicked Men, who were, or are holy 
and unreproveable. 

5. Nay, with regard to the Holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves, as careful as they are to avoid it, the beſt of Men 
are liable to Miſtake, and do miſtake Day by Day ; 
eſpecially, with reſpect to thoſe Parts thereof, which leſs 
immediately relate to Practice. Hence even the Chil- 
dren of God are not agreed, as to the Interpretation of 
many Places in Holy Writ : Nor is their Difference of 
Opinion any Proof that they are not the Children of 
God on either Side. But it is a Proof, that we are no 
more to expect any living Man, to be i»fa/ible, than to 
be emmiſcient. . : SE EG 

6. If it be objected to what has been obſerved under 
this and the preceeding Head, that St John, ſpeaking to 
bis Brethren in the Faith, ſays, Je have an Union from 


the Holy One, and knw all Things, 1 John ii. 20. The | 


Anſwer is plain, Ye know all Things that are needful 
« for your Soul's Health.“ That the Apoſtle ngver de- 
'Higned to extend this farther, that he could not ſpeak it 
in an abſolute Senſe, is clear firſt from hence; that other- 
Wiſe he would deſcribe the Diſciple as above his Maſter, 
ſeeing. Chriſt himſelf, as Man, knew not all Things. 


= that Heur, ſaith he, knoweth not the Son, but the 


.. Father only. It is clear, ſecondly, from the Apoſtle's 
own Words that follow, 770% Things have 1 writtcn 
ante yen, concerning them that deceive you; as well as 
from his frequently repeated Caution, Let no Man de- 
ceicbe yon; Which had been altogether needleſs, had not 
thoſe very Perſons, who had that Unction from the 
Holy One, been liable not to Ignorance only, but to 
_ Miſtake alſo. 3 1 
7. Even Chriſtians therefore are not / perfect, as to 
be free either from Ignorance or Error. We may, 
thirdly add, nor from Infirmities. Only let us take Care 
w underſtand this Word aright. Let us not give that 
$f Title to known Sins, as the Manner of ſome is. So 
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one Man tells ns, Every Man has his Infirmity, and 


« mine is Drunkenneſs: Another has the Infirmity of 


Uncleanneſs ; another of taking God's holy Name in 
vain ; and yet another has the Infirmity of calling his 
Brother, 7 hou Fool, or returning Railing for Railing. 
It is plain, that all you who thus ſpeak, with your In- 
firmities, if ye repent not, ſhall go quick into Hell. But. 
I mean hereby, not only thoſe which are properly 
termed bodily Infirmities, but all thoſe inward or out- 
ward Imperfections, which are not of a moral Nature. 
Such are Weakneſs or Slowneſs of Underſtanding, Dull- 


neſs or Confuſedneſs of Apprehenſion, Incoherency of 
Thought, irregular Quickneſs or Heavineſs of Imagina- 


tion, Such (to mention no more of this kind) is the 
want of a ready or of a retentive Memory. Such, in 
another kind, are thoſe which are commonly in ſome: 
meaſure conſequent upon theſe, namely, Slowneſs of 


Speech, Impropriety of Language, Ungracefulneſs of 
Pronunciation; to which one might add a thouſand 


nameleſs Defects, either in Converſation or Behaviour. 


- Theſe are the Infirmities which are found in the beſt of 
Mien, in a larger or ſmaller Proportion. And. from 
theſe none can hope to be perfectly freed, till the Spirit 
returns to God that gave it. 5 


8. Nor can we expect till then, to be wholly free 


from Temptation. Such Perfection belongeth not to 
this Life. It is true, there are thoſe who being given 
up to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, ſcarce peer Z 


ceive the Temptations which they reſiſt not, and ſo ſeem 


to be without Temptation. There are alſo many whom 1 


the wiſe Enemy of Souls ſeeing to be faſt aſleep in the 


dead Form of Godlineſs, will not tempt to groſs Sin, leſt . 


they ſhould awake before they drop into everlaſting 
Burnings. I know there are alſo Children of God, whe 
being now juſtified freely, having found Redemption in the 


Blood of Chriſt, for the preſent feel no Temptation. God 


hath ſaid to their Enemies, Touch not mine Anointed, and 
do my Children no Harm. And for this Seaſon, it may 
be for Weeks or Months, he cauſeth them to ride on the 


« bigh Places, he beareth them as on Eagles Wings, above 
all the fiery Darts of the wicked One. But this State 
Will rot laſt always, as we may learn from that ale 
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Conkideration, that the Son of God himſelf, in the Days 


of his Fleſh, was tempted even to the-End of his Life, 
Therefore ſo let his Servant expect to be; for it 7s 
enough that he be as his Maſter. | 

9. Chriſtian Perfection therefore does not imply (as 
ſome Men ſeem to have imagin'd) an Exemption either 
from Ignorance or Miſtake, or Infirmities, or Tempta- 
tions. Indeed it is only another Term for Holineſs. 
They are two Names for the ſame Thing. Thus every 


one that is perfect is holy; and every one that is holy, 
is, in the Scripture Senſe, perfect. Yet we may, laſtly, 


obſerve, that neither in this reſpe& is there any abſo- 


lute Perfection on Earth. There is no Perfection; of |: 


Degrees, as it is termed ; none which does not admit a 
continual Increaſe. So that how much ſoever any Man 
hath attained, or in how high a Degree ſoever he is 
perfect, he hath ftill need to grow in Grace, and daily 
- to advance in the Knowledge and Love of God his 
Saviour. | | f 
II.) 1. In what Senſe then are Chriſtians perfect? 
This is what I ſhall endeavour, in the ſecond Place, to 


ſhew. But it ſhould be premiſed, that there are ſeveral | 


Stages in Chriſtian Life as well as in natural: Some of 
the Children of God being but new born Babes ; others 
having attained to more Maturity. And accordingly 
St John, in his firſt Epiſtle, (ch. ii. ver. 12. &c.) applies 
himſelf ſeverally, to thoſe he terms little Children, thoſe 
he ſtiles young Men, and thoſe whom he intitles Fathers. 
1 write unto you, little Children, ſaith the Apoſtle, be- 
cauſe your Sins are forgiven you : Becauſe thus far ye 


have attained, being juſtiſied freely, you haue Peace 


with God, thro' Feſus Chriſt, I write unto you, young 

, becauſe ye have overcome the wicked One; or, (as 

he afterwards adds) becauſe ye are ſtrong, and the Word 

of God abideth in you. Ye have quenched the fiery 

Darts of-the wicked One, the Doubts and Fears, where- 

with he diſturbed your firſt Peace, and the Witneſs of 
God that your Sins are forgiven, now abideth in your 
Heart. I write unto you, Fathers, becauſe ye have 


known him that is from the Beginning. Ye have known 


both the Father and the Son, and the Spirit of Chriſt in 


your inmoſt Soul. Ve are perf2# Men, beirg grown wp 


| Hereby we ought to be judged. 


£7 0 Bud 


to the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chrift. 

2. It is of theſe chiefly I ſpeak in the latter Part of 
this Diſcourſe. For theſe only are rly Chriſtians. 
But even Babes in Chriſt are in ſuch a Senſe perfect, or 
born of Goa, (an Expreſſion taken alſo in diyers Senſes) 
as firſt, not to commit Sin. If any doubt of this Privi- 
lege of the Sons of. God, the Queſtion is not to be de- 
cided by abſtract Reaſoninge, which may be drawn out 
into an endleſs Length, and leave the Point juſt as it 
was before. Neither is it to be determined by the Ex- 
perience of this or that particular Perſon, Many may 
ſuppoſe they do not commit Sin, when they do; but 
this proves nothing either Way. To the Law and to the 
Teſtimony we appeal. Lit God be true, and every Man 
a Liar. By his Word will we abide, and that alone. 

Lp Es ag 

3. Now the Word of God plainly declares, that even 
thoſe who are juſtified, who are born again in the loweſt 
Senſe, ao not continue in Sin; that they cannot Hive any 
longer therein; (Rom. vi. 1, 2.) that they are planted to- 
gether into the Likeneſs of the Death of Chriſt, (verſe 5.) 
That their oi Man is crucified with him, the Body of Sin 
being deftrayed, fo that thenceforth they do not ſercoe Sin: 
That being dead with Chriſt, they are freed from Sing, 
(verſes 6, 7.) That they are dead unto Sin, and alive 


unto God, (verſe 11.) That Sin bath nat Dominion oven 


them, who are not under the Laab, but under Grace; 
but that theſe being made free from Sin, are become the 
Servants of Righteouſneſs, verles 14,18. . 5 
4. The very leaſt which can be implied in theſe 
Words, is, that the Perſons ſpoken of therein, namely, 
all real Chriſtians or Believers in Chriſt, are made free 
from outward Sin. And the ſame Freedom which St 
Paul here expreſſes in ſuch Variety of Phraſes, St Peter 
expreſſes in that one (1 Pez. iv. 1, 2.) He that bath ſuf- 
fered in the Fab, hath ceaſed from Sin, —that he no 
longer ſhould live—to the Deſires of Men, but to the Will 
of God. For this ceaſing from Sin, if it be interpreted 
in the loweſt Senſe, as regarding only the outward Be- 
haviour, muſt denote the ceaſing from the outward Act, 
from any outward Tranſgreſsion of the Law. f : 


> 


— 
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5. But moſt expreſs are the well known Words of St 


Jobn, in the third Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle, Verſe 


8, Sc. He that committeth Sin is of the Devil; for the 
Devil finneth from the Beginning. For this Purpoſe the 
Son of God was manifeſt, that he might deftroy the Works 
of the Devil. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not com- 
mit Sin: For his Seed remaineth in him, and he cannot 
fin, becauſe he is born of God. And thoſe in the fifth, 
Verſe 18. We tnow that whoſoever is born of God finneth 
not. Bat he that is begotten of God keepeth himſelf, and 
that wicked One toucheth him not. 15 

6. Indeed it is faid, this means only, He ſindeth not 
*vi/fully; or, he doth not commit Sin Habitualiy; or, 
not as other Men do; or, not as he did before: But by 
whom is this ſaid ? By St John? No. There is no ſuch 

Word in the Text: Nor in the whole Chapters; nor in 
all this Epiſtle ; nor in any Part of his Writings whatſo- 
ever. Why then, the beſt Way to anſwer a bold Aſſer- 
tion, is ſimply to deny it. And if any Man can prove 
it from the Word of God, let him bring forth his ſtrong 

Reaſons. „ | 

7. And a ſort of Reaſon there is, which has been 
frequently brought to ſupport, theſe ſtrange Aſſertions, 
n = the Examples recorded in the Word of 

God. What, ſay. they, Sn not Abraham himſelf 
commit Sin, prevaricating and denying his Wife ? Did 

not Mo/es. commit Sin, when he provoked God 47 the 
Waters of Strife ? Nay, to produce one for all, did not 
even David, the Man after God's own Heart, commit 
Sm, in the Matter of Uriah the Hittite, even Murder 

and.Adultery? It is moſt ſure he did. All this is true. 


But what is it you would infer from hence? It may be 


granted, f, That David, in the general Courſe of 
his Life, was one of the holieſt Men among the 7ews. 
And, ſecondly, That the holieſt Men among the Jeu, 
aid ſometimes commit Sin. But if you would Hence in- 
fer, that all Chriſtians db, and muſt commit Sin, as long 
as they live: This Conſequence we utterly deny. It 
will never follow from thoſe Premiſſes. „ 

8. Thoſe who argue thus, ſeem never to have con- 
ſidered that Declaration of our Lord (Math. xi. 1 1.) 


Verihy T ſay unto you, among them that are born of Me. 
4 BAT” | ; 7 8 9 8 5 Men 3 | 
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Notwithſtanding, he that is leaſt in the Kingdom of Hea- 
wen is greater than he. I fear indeed there are ſome 
who have imagined the Kingdom of Heaven here, to mean 
the Kingdom of Glory: 45 if the Son of God had juſt 
diſcovered to us, that the leaſt glorified Saint in Hea- 
ven. is greater than any Man upon Earth ! To mention 
this is ſufficiently to refute it. There can therefore no 
Doubt be made but the Kingdom of Heaven here (as in 
the following Verſe, where it is ſaid to be talen by 
Force) or, the Kingdom of God, as St Luke expreſſes it, 
is that Kingdom of God on Earth, whereunto all true 
Believers in Chriſt, all real Chriſtians belong. In theſe 
Words then our Lord declares two Things. Firft, That 
before his coming in the Fleſh, among all the Children 


of Men, there had not been one greater than John. 


the Buptift : Whence it evidently follows, that neither 


Abraham, Dawid, nor any Few, was greater than John. 
Our Lord, ſecondly, declares, that he which is leaſt in 
the Kingdom of God, (in that Kingdom which he came 


to ſet up on Earth, and which he Violent now began 79 
take by Force) is greater than he. The plain Conſe- 


quence is, the leaft of theſe, who have now.Chriſt for 
their King, is greater than Abraham or David, or any. 


Few ever was. None of them was ever greater than 
John, But the leaſt of theſe is greater than he. Not æ 


greater Provhet (as ſome have interpreted the Word) for 
this De falſe in Fact. But greater in the Grace 


of God, and the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Therefore we cannot meaſure the Privileges of real 
Chriſtians, by thoſe formerly given to the Feaus. Their 


Miniftration (or Diſpenſation) we allow vas glorious; 
but ours exceeds in Glory. So that whoſoever would 
bring down the Chriſtian Diſpenſation to i V 


Standard; whoſoever gleans up the Examples of Weak- 
neſs, recorded in the Law and the Prophets, and thence 
infers, that they who have pat on Chriſt, are endued 
with no greater Strength, doth-greatly err, neither know- 
mg the Scriptures,: nor the Power of God. of 7% 


9. But are there not Aſſertions in Scripture which. 
prove the ſame Thing, if it cannot be inferred from 


> thole Examples? Does not the Scripture ſay expreſſy, 


Een 


— 
men, there hath not riſen a greater than John the 2 
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* Fm 
* Ever a juſt Man finneth ſeven Times a Day?” 
anſwer, e Scripture ſays no ſuch T Fg There 
is no ſuch Text in all the Bible. 'That which ſeems to 
be intended is the ſixteenth Verſe of the twenty-fourth 
Cn op of the Proverbs: 'The Words of which are | 
theſe, 4 juſt Man falleth ſeven Times, and riſeth up | 
—— But this is quite another Thing. For, ff, the 
'ords a Day, are not in the Text, So that if a juſt 


affirmed here, Secondly. Here is no Mention of fallinr 
ante Sin at all; what is here mentioned, is falling into 
al Afliction. This plainly appears from the Verſe | 
ver the Words of which are theſe, Lay not wait, O | 
evicked Man, againſt the Dwelling of the Righteous; 
Spoil not bis Reſting-place. It follows, For a juft Max | 
falleth ſeven Times, and riſeth up again: But the Wick- | 
ed Hall fall into Miſchief. As if he had ſaid, . God | 
will deliver him out of his Trouble. But when thou 
talleſt, there ſhall be none to deliver thee.*”” 
> 10. But however, in other Places, continue the Ob- 
jectors, Sefemer does aſſert plainly, There is no Man that 
fenneth not (1 Kings viii. 46. os. vi. 36.) yea, 
there is not a juſt Man upon Earth that doth Good, and | 


© franeth not (Ecclel. vii. 20.) I anſwer, Without Doubt, | 


thus it was in the Days of Solomon; yea, thus it was, 
from Adam to Mo/es, from Mo/es to Solomon, and from | 
Solomon to CHRIST. There was then no Man that fin- 
ned not. Even from the Day that Sin entered into the 
World, there was not a juſt Man upon Earth that did 
Good, and ſinned not, until the Son of God was mani- 
_ felted to tale away owr Sins. It is unqueſtionably true, 
that the Heir, as lung as he is a Child, differeth nothing | 
from à Servant. And that even /o they (all the holy | 
Men of gd, who were under the Fewi/ Diſpenſation) 
avere, during that Infant-ſtate of the Church, in Bondage | 
ander the Elements of the World. But when the Fulneſs 
of the Time bas come, God ſent forth his Son, made under | 
the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law, that 
they might receive the Adoption of Son; that they might 
receive that Grace which is now made manifeſt by the ap- 
. fearing of our Saviour, Feſus Chrift, «who hath aboliſhed 
Death, and brought Life and Immortality to Light mw 
1 | : tht. 


Man falls ſeven Times in his Life, it is as much as is | | 


C "$53 


the Goſpel, (2 Tim. i. 10.) Now therefore they aye 46 _ 


more Servants, but Sons. So that whatſoever was the 
Caſe of thoſe under the Law, we may ſafely affirm with 
St John, that ſince the Goſpel was given, He that is born 
of God, ſinneth not. | | 5 
11. It is of great Importance to obſerve, and that 


more carefully than is commonly done, the wide Diffe- 


rence there is between the Fav and the Chriſſiun 
Diſpenſation, and that Ground of it which the tame 


Apoſtle aſsigns in the ſeventh Chapter of his Goſpel. 


Verſe 38, &c. After he had there related thoſe Words 


of our bleſſed Lord, He that believeth on me, as tbe 


Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of 
living Water, he immediately ſatjoins, 1his ſpake he 
of the Spirit, S *WeANOv AupPaveiy l vi“, g fig 4 UT), 
which they who ſhould believe on him, were afterwards 
to receive. For the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, be- 
cauſe that Feſus wwas not yet glorified. Now the Apoſtle 


cannot mean here (as ſome have taught) that the Mi- 


.racle-working Power of the Holy Ghoſt was not yet 
given. For this was given; our Lord had given it to 
all his Apoſtles, when he firft ſent them forth to preach 
the Goſpel : He then gave them Poaber over uncleam 


Spirits to caſt them out; Power to heal the Sick, yea, ts 
raiſe the Dead. But the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given 
in his ſanctifying Graces, as he was after Jeſus was glo- 


rified. It was then when He aſcended up on high, and 25 Was 


led Captivity Captive, that he #eceived thoſe Gifts for 
Men, yea, even for the rebellious, that the Lord God 


might davell among them. And when the Day of Pente- © 
coft was fully come, then firſt it was, that they wha 


awaited for the Promiſe of” the Father, were made more 


than Conquerors over Sin, by the Holy Ghoſt given 


unto them. | 


12. That this great Salvation from Sin was not given * 


till Jeſus was glorified, St Peter alſo plainly teſtifies; 


where, ſpeaking of his Brethren in the Flißb, as now re + 


ceiving the End of their Faith, the Salvation of their 


Soul, he adds, (1 Pet. i. q. 10, &c.) CF aubicb Salba- 3 
tion the Prephets have enquired and ſearched diligently,” 
«who. propheſied of” the Grace (i. e. the gracious Diſpenſa- 


tion) tbat /bould come unte you ; & earchirg at, h 


# 


& 4 
* 4 
. : F 
5 4 
3 4 4 1 
* ht. oc * 8 Ms r * * * 
> ets 6. - 303 I . „* 1 6 ? "9 — 2 * * 9 ded bg; ad - top 
* 0" „ — 5 SOLE * G \ » — ö © 3 — -> "£07 
of 8 * * "M8 3 _ r * n * * . * Joy; 8 nn OS n 0 
1 1 * . >" , b 
—— — NN Beat bogs * - 4 ane. —— > — — ' — . 
- - 


* 
n 1 


F 
0 * - ys K 
3 8 
— I 
v wp ws 


f EY Y 
n 
r 


r 


FE 
%. "3 <8 


P 


r 


„ . 4 FE EY Is 1 N 4 1 
Fo 0 1 "4 "AF To * 8 © 7 24 0 2 * It „N. 
A k 2 * 


* * 
r 
, * 4.0 e 


[ASE >. 
manner of Time the Spirit of Chriſt which was in them 
Aid. ſignify, when it teflified before hand the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, and the Glories (and the glorious Salvation) har 
ſhould follow. Unto whom it was revealed, That not ly 
unto themſelwes, but unto us they did miniſtex, the Things Y 
which are now reported unte pon by them that have i .. 

| preached the Goſpel unto you, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent @ , 
axwn from Heaven (viz, at the Day of Pentecoſt, and C} 
ſo unto all Generations, into the Hearts of all true Be- 
levers.) On this Ground, even the Grace which aus C 
brought unto them by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, the MY .; 
Apoſtle might well build that ſtrong Exhortation, | 

. Wherefore, girding up the Loins of your EDD he | 
which hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner 

e Converſation, | | 

13. Thoſe who have duly confidered theſe Things | 
muſt allow, that the Privileges of Chriſtians are in no 
| wiſe to be meaſured by what the Old Teſtament records 
concerning thoſe who were under the Feav;/o Diſpenſa- 
tion: Seeing the Fulneſs of Time is now come; the 
Holy Ghoſt is now given; the great Salvation of God 
is brought unto Men, by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
The Kingdom of Heaven is now ſet up on Earth, con- 
cerning which the Spirit of God declared of old (io far 
zs David from being the Pattern or Standard of Chriſtian 
Perfection) He that is feeble among them at that Day, | 
fall be as David: Aud the Houſe of David fall be as | 
Cod, as the Angel of the Lord before them, Zech. xii. 8. 
134. If therefore you would prove chat the Apoſtle's | 
Word, He that is born of God, finneth not, are not to be 
. underſtood, according to their plain, natural, obvious 
Meaning, it is from the New Teſtament you are to 
bring your Proofs, elſe you will fight as one that 
beeateth the Air. And the firſt of theſe which is uſually ! 
brought, is taken from the Examples recorded in the | 
| New Teſtament. © The Apoſtles themſelves (it is ſaid) | 

„„ committed Sin; nay, the greateſt of them, Peter and | 

| F* Paul; St Paul, by his ſharp Contention with Barna- 

4 bas, and St Peter, by his Diſſimulation at Antioch.” 
Well, ſuppoſe both Peter and Paul did then commit 

Sin, What is it you would infer from hence? That 4% 

» the other Apoſiles committed Sin ſometumes ? There is 

mo 


C TF"" 9 
no Shadow of Proof in this. Or, would you thence in- 
fer, that all the other Chriſiians of the Apoſtolic Age 
committed Sin? Worſe and worie. This is ſuch an 
Inference as one would imagine a Man in his Senſes 
could never have thought of. Or, will you argue thus? 
If two of the Apoſtles did once commit Sin, then 4 
* othcr Chriſtiaus, in all Ages, do, and will commit 
“Sin as long as they live? Alas, my Brother! a 
Child of common Underſtanding would be aſhamed of 
ſuch Reaſoning as this. Leaſt of all, can you with any 
Colour of Argument infer ? That any Man muft com- 
«« mit Sin at all?'“ No; God forbid we ſhould thus 
ſpeak. No Neceflity of ſinning was laid upon Th. 
The Grace of God was ſurely ſufficient for them. And 
it zs ſufficient for ws at this Day, With the Tempra- 
tion which fell on thexr, there vas a Way to eſcape; 
as there zs to every Soul of Man in every Temptation. 
do that whoſoever is tempted to any Sin, ace not 
7210 ; for no Man is tempted above that he is able to 
ar. 
15. But St Paul beſought the Lord thrice, and yet 
« he could not eſcape from his Temptation.” Let us 
conſider his own Words literally tranſlated. There xras *% 
given to me, a Thorn, to the Fliſb, an Angel or Meſſen- 
ger of Satan, to buffet me. Touching this I befought the 
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he ſaid © 
unto me, My Grace is ſufficient for thee. For my Strenzth 
is made perfect in Weakneſs, Mast gladly therefore will 
1 rather glory in theſe my Weakneſſes, that the & trengthy 
of Chriſt may reft upon me, Therefore I take Pleaſure in 
Weakneſs, —for when I am weak, then am I ſtrong. | 
16. As this Scripture is one of the ftrong Holds of 
the Patrons of Sin, it may be proper to weigh it 
thoroughly, Let it be oberved then, fu, It does by 
no Means appear, that this Thorn, whatſoever it was, 
occaſioned St Paul to commit Sin, much leſs laid him 
under any Neceſlity of doing ſo: Therefore, from 
hence it can never be proved, that any Chriſtian muſt 
commit Sin. Secondly, The ancient Fathers inform us, 
it was bodily Pain. A violent Head-ach, faith Tertul- 
tian (de Pudic.) to which both Chry/ofom and St Ferom - 
„ agree 


> 


F F Carnis & corporis multa ac gravia tormenta. 


De mortalitate. 


SE gs. x OY. 
agree, - St Cyprian “ expreſſes it a little more generally 
in thoſe Terms, Many and grievous Torments of the Fleſh 
and of the Body +. Thirdly, To this exactly agree the 


. Apoſtle's own Words, 4 Thorn in the Fleſh, to ſmite, beat, 


or buffet me. My Strength is made perfect in Weakneſs. 
Which fame Word occurs no leſs than four Times in 


-theſe two Verſes only. But, fourthly, Whatſoever it 


Was, it could not be either inward or outward Sin. It 
could no more be inward Stirrings, than.outward Ex. 
. of Pride, Anger, or Luſt. This is manifeſt 

yond all poſſible Exception, from the Words that im- 
mediately follow, N gladly will I glory in theſe my 
Weakneſſes, that the Strength of Chriſt may reſt upon me. 
What? Did he glory in Pride, in Anger, in Luſt? 
Was it through theſe Weakneſſes, that the Strength of 
Chriſt reſteth upon him? He goes on, Therefore I take 


Pleaſure in Weakneſſes ; for when I am egal, then am 


1 ſtrong ; i. e. When I am weak i» Body, then am 1 
ſtrong in Spirit, But will any Man dare to ſay, when I 
am weak by Pride or Luſt, then I am ſtrong in Spirit? 
J call you all to record this Day, who find the Strength 
of Chriſt reſting upon you, can you glory in Anger, or 
Pride, or Luſt ? Can you take Pleaſure in theſe Infirmi- 
ties? Do theſe Weakneſſes make you ſtrong? Would you 
not leap into Hell, were it poſsible to eſcape them? 
Even by yourſelves then judge, whether the Apoſtle 
could glory, and take Pleaſure in them ! Let it be, Ia, 
obſerved, That this Thorn was given to St Paul above 


Fourteen Year: before he wrote this Epiſtle, which itſelf was 


wrote ſeveral Years before he finiſhed his Courſe ; ſo that 
he had after this a long Courſe to run, many Battles to 
fght, many Victories to gain, and great Increaſe to 
receive in all the Gifts of God, and the Knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore from any ſpiritual Weakneſs (if 


ſuch it had been) which he at that Time felt, we could 


by no means infer, that he was never made ſtrong, that 
Paul the aged, the Father in Chriſt, ſtill laboured under 


the ſame Weakneſſes ; that he was in no higher State 


till the Day of his Death. From all which it appears, 
that this Inſtance of St Paul is quite foreign to the — 
| ſion, 


„ 


the Apoſtle, nor of any one who is in Chriſt a new Crea - 


of all Men, or of all Chriſtians; for in it there imme. 
as the we firſt mentioned did. From whom therefore 


 perfeet Man. . 
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St James, puts the Matter entirely out of Diſpute, by 


ſtion, and does in no wiſe claſh with the Aſſertion of 

St Jobn, He that is born of God, finneth not. 5 

17. But does not St James directly contradict this? 

« His Words are, In many Things ve offend all, Ch. iii. 

« Ver. 2. And is not offending the ſame as committing 4 
Fin? In this Place I allow it is. I allow the Perſons | 
here fpoken of did commit Sin, yea, that they all commit- 
ted many Sins. But who are the Perſons here ſpoken of ? 
Why, thoſe many Maſters or Teachers, whom God had 
not ſent (probably the ſame vain Men, who taught that 
Faith, without Works, which is ſo ſharply reproved in 


the preceeding Chapter.) Not the Apoſtle himſelf, nor 


any real Chriſtian, That in the Word ve (uſed by a 
Figure of Speech, common in all other, as well as the 
inſpired Writings, the Apoſtle could not poſsibly include 
himſelf, 'or any other true Believer, appears evidently, 
rt, From the Uſe of the ſame Word in the ninth 
Verſe ; Therewith (faith he) bleſs we God, and therewith 
curſe we Men. Out of the ſame Mouth proceedeth Blęſ- 
fing and Curſing. True; but not out of the Mouth of 


ture. Secondly, From the Verſe immediately preceeding 
the Text, and manifeſtly connected with it. My Bre. 
thren, be not many Maſters, (or Teachers) &nowwing that 
we Hall receive the greater Condemnation: For in ma 
Things we offend all: We! Who? Nor the Apoſtles,  » 
not true Believers ; but they who knew they ſhould . 
ceive the greater Condemnation, becauſe of thoſe many E 
Offences. But this could not be ſpoke of the Apoſtle 
himſelf, or of any who trod in his Steps; ſeeing zhere 7s 

uo Condemnation for them, who walk not after the Floss, 

tut after the Spirit; Nay, thirdly, The very Verſe it «- 
ſelf proves, that ve offend all, cannot be ſpoken, either + 3 


diately follows the Mention of a Man who gn not, 
he is profeſiedly contradiſtinguiſhed, and pronounced @ 
18, So clearly does St Fames explain himſelf, and fix - 4 


the Meaning of his on Words, Yet leſt any one ſhould 
ſtill remain in doubt, St 7%, writing many Years after 


B 3 | the 


** 


„ 


the expreſs Declarations above recited; But here a freſf 


Difficulty may ariſe. How ſhall we reconcile St Jon 


with himſelf? In one Place he declares; © Whoſocver is 


Bern of God, doth not commit Sin.“ And again, We 
now that he which is born of God, finneth not. And yet 
in another Place he faith, F ave ſay that we have no Sin, 
wwe deceive ourſelves, and the Truth is not in us. And 
again, IF wwe ſay that we have not finned, we make him 
a Liar, and his Word is not in us, | 


16. As great a Difficulty as this may at firſt appear, 


it vaniſhes away if we obſerve, ft, That the tenth 


Verle fixes the Senſe of the eighth: Fave ſay we have 
#o Sin, in the former, being explained by, I we ſay we 
have not firmed, in the latter Verſe. Secondly, That the 


Point under preſent Conſideration is not, whether we 


bade or hawe not finned heretofore ; and neither of theſe 
Verſes aflerts, that we do /in, or commit Sin now. 
Thiraly, That the ninth Verſe explains both the eighth 
and tenth ; F wwe confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and 


Juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Un- 


righteouſneſs : As if he had ſaid, © I have before af- 
firmed the Blood of Jeſus Chrift cleanſeth us from all Sin. 
But let no Man ſay, I need it not: I have no Sin to be 


- cleanſed from. If we ſay that we hae no Sin, that we 


Bae not finned, we deceive ourſelves, and make God a 


Liar. But if we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and 
juſt, not only to forgive our Sins, but alſo to cleanſe us 
= from all Unrighteouſneſs, that we may go and fin no 
% more. | | . ä 


20 st John therefore is well conſiſtent with himſelf, 


as well as with the other holy Writers; as will yet more 
_ evidently appear, if we place all his Aſſertions touching 


this Matter in one View. He declares, fit, The Blood 
of Jeſus Chrift cleanſeth us from all Sin. Seccnaiy, No 
Man can ſay, I have not ſinned, F have no Sin to be 
cleanſed from. Thirdly, But God is ready both to for- 


Fr our paſt Sins, and to ſave us from them for the 


ime to come. Fourthly, Theſe Things J write unto, 

Aith the Apoſtle, that ye may not fin: But if any Man 
Fouad fir, or have ſinned, (as the Word ſhould rather be 
rendered) he need not continue in Sin, ſeeing abe have 


nn Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chrift the hu 


AER: te 


Thus far all is clear. But leaſt any Doubt ſhould re · 
main, in a Point of ſo vaſt Iniportance, the Apoſtle re- 


ſumes this Subject in the third Chapter, and largely ex- 
plains his own Meaning. Litile Children, faith: he, let 
no Man deceive you (as tho? I had given any Encourage- 
ment to thoſe that continue in Sin. He that doth Righ- 
teouſneſs, is righteous even as He is righteous. He that 
committeth Sin is of the Devil: For the Devil finneth 


from the Beginning. For this Purpoſe the Son of God <vas_ 


manifeſted, that he might deſiroy the Works of the Devil. 
Whojoewer is born of God doth not commit Sin: For his 
Seed remaineth in him, and he. cannot fin, becauſe be 
is born of God. In this the Children of God are mani- 


feſt, and the Children of the Devil. (Verſes 7,—10. ) 
| Here the Point, which till then might pollibly have ad- 


mitted of ſome Doubt in weak Minds, is purpoſely ſet- 


tled by the laſt of- the inſpired Writers, and decided in 


the cleareſt Manner. In Conformity therefore both to 


the Doctrine of St John, and to the whole I enor of the 
New Teſtament, we fix this Concluſion, « A Chriſtian 
is {6 far perfect, as not to commit Sin.“ | 


21. This is the glorious Privilege of every Chriſtian z 


yea, tho' he be but a Babe in Chrift. But it is only of 
thoſe who are ſtrong in the Lord, and have overcome the 
by ched one, or rather of thoſe who have known him that 


s from the Beginning, that it can be afirmed they are 


in ſuch a Senſe perfect; as, /econdly, to be freed from | 
evil Thoughts, and evil Tempers. Firft, from evi! 
or ſinful 'Thoughts.” Put here. let it be obſerved, that 


Thoughts concerning Evil, are not always evil 


Thoughts: That a Thought concerning Sin, and a 
ſinful Thought, are widely different. A Man, for In- 


ſtance, may think of a Murder which another has com- 


mitted, and yet this is no evil or ſinful Thought. So | 


our bleſſed Lord himſelf, doubtleſs thought of, or un- 
derſtood the Thing ſpoken by the Devil, when he ſaid, 


All this will I give thee, if thou mt 7 all down pan | 


Thought, nor 
es was capable of having any. And even hence it 


worſhip me. Vet had he no evil or finfu 


follows, that neither have real Chriſtians. For every 
one e 15 gs 7 as 7 by i 7 (Luke vi. 40.) 
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J 
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Therefore, if he was free from evil or ſinful Thoughts, 


ſo are they likewiſe. — 

22. And indeed, whence ſhould evil Thoughts pro- 
ceed, in the Servant who is as his Mafter ? Out of the 
Heart of Man' (if at all) proceed evil Thoughts, (Mark 
vii. 21.) If therefore his Heart be no longer evil, 


then evil Thoughts can no longer proceed out of it. If 


the Tree were corrupt, ſo would be the Fruit; but 
the Tree is good. The Fruit therefore is good allo, 
(Matth. xii. 33.) Our Lord himſelf bearing Witneſs, 
Ewery good Tree bringeth forth good Fruit. A good Tree 


cannot bring forth evil Fruit, as a corupt Tree cannot 


Bring forth good Fruit, Matth. vii. 17, 18. 


23. The ſame happy Privilege of real Chriſtians, St 
Paul aſſerts from his own Experience. The Weapons of our 
Warfare, ſaith he, are not carnal, but mighty through 


| God to the pulling down of Strong-holds : Caſting down 


Imaginations, (or Reaſonings rather, for. ſo the Word 
-Aoyropes; ſignifies; all the Reaſonings of Pride and Un- 


belief againſt the Declarations, Promiſes or Gifts of God) 


and every high Thing that exalteth ſelf againſt the 
Knowledge of God; and bringing into Captivity every 
Thought 7 he Obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 5, Cc. 


- + 24. And as Chriſtians indeed are freed from evil 


Thoughts, ſo are they, ſecondly, from evil Tempers. 
This is evident from the abovementioned Declaration 


= of our Lord himfelf: The Diſciple is not above his Ma- 


fer ; but every one that is perfect Hall be as his Maſter. 
He had been delivering juſt before ſome of the ſublimeſt 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and ſome of the moſt grievous 


to Fleſh and Blood. I ſay unto you, love your Enemies, 
do Good to them æubich hate you: And unto bim that 


ſmiteth thee on the one Cheek, offer alſo the other. Now 


' theſe he well knew the-World would not receive; and 


therefore immediately adds, Can the Blind lead the 
Blind? Will they not both fall into the Ditch? As if he 


had ſaid, Do not confer with Fleſh and Blood touch- 


ing theſe Things, with Men void of ſpiritual Diſcern- 
ment, the Eyes of whoſe Underſtanding God hath not 
opened, left they and you periſh together.“ In the next 
Verſe he removes the two grand Objections, with which 


_ theſe wiſe Fools meet us at every Turn, . Theſe Things 
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are too grievous to be born, or, © They are too high 
to be attained,” ſaying, The Diſciple is not above bis _ 
Maſter: Therefore, if I have ſuffered, - be content to 


* 


: - tread in my Steps. And doubt ye not then, but I will 
{ fulfil my Word; for every. one that is perfect, Pall be 
k as his Maſter. But his Maſter was free from all ſinful 
; Tempers. So therefore is his Diſciple, even every real _. 
f Chriſtian. 1 +440 
t 25. Every one of theſe can ſay with St Paul, I am 
, erucified with Chriſt. Newertheleſs I live. Yet not J. 
, but Chriſt liueib in ne: Words that manifeſtly deſcribe 
a a Deliverance from inward, as well as from outward 
0 Sin. This is expreſſed both negatively, I live not. My 
T evil Nature, the Body of Sin, is deſtroyed : And poſt- 
& tively, Chrift liveth in me, and therefore all that is 
5 holy, and juſt, and good. Indeed both theſe, CHriſt 
5 liveth in me, and I live not, are inſeparably connected. 
7 For what Communion hath Light with Darkneſs, or 
Chriſt avith Belial? | WS 95 
50 26. He therefore who liveth in true Believers, hath 
y purified their Hearts by Faith : Inſomuch that every one - 
if that hath Chrift in him, the Hope of Glory, purifieth 
* himſelf even as he is pure, (1 John iii. 3.) He is purified _— 
. from Pride; for Chriſt was lowly of Heart. He is pure = 
g from Self- will, or Defire ; for Chriſt deſired only to do | 
= the Will of his Father, and to finiſh his Work. And he 
"i is pure from Anger, in the common Senſe of the Word; 
- tor Chriſt was meek and gentle, patient and long-ſuffer-! 


5 Y ing. I ay in the common Senſe of the Word; for all 
Anger is not evil. We read of our Lord himſelf, . 


A (Mark iii. 5.) that he once /ooked round <vith Anger. 

Ms But with what kind of Anger? The next Word ſhews, . 

W ovnnun2uerc, being at the ſame Time grieved for te 

oy Hardneſs of their Hearts. So then he was angry at tb 

55 din, and in the ſame Moment grieved for the Sinners... 

be Angry or diſpleaſed at the Offence ; but ſorry for the Of 

3 fenders. With Anger, yea, Hatred, he looked upon the 

125 Thing ; with Grief and Love upon the Per/ons. Go. 

ik thou that art perfect, and do likewiſe. Be thus angry, ' ©. 

0 and thou ſinneſt not: Feeling a Diſplicency at every -f. 
ch WM fence againſt God; but only Love and tender Compaſ- - 3 
198 ſion to the Offender, ; FFA 
ar „ ö 27. Thus 
N e fl I + : 
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27, Thus doth Jeſus fave his People from their Sint: 


And not only from outward Sins, but alſo from the Sins 
of their Hearts; from evil Thoughts, and from evil 
Tempers. True, ſay ſome, we ſhall thus be iaved 
from our Sins; but not till Death; not in this World.“ 
But how are we to reconcile this with the expreſs Words 
of St Fohn? Herein is our Love made perfect, that au- 
may hae Poldneſs in the Day of Judgment, becauſe as 
Be is, fo are wwe in this World. The Apoftle here, be- 
yond all Contradiction, ſpeaks of himielf, and other 
living Chriſtians, of whom (as tho' he had foreſeen this 
very Evaſion, and ſet himſelf to overturn it from the 
Foundation) he flatly affirms, that not only at, or after 
Death, but in this World, they are as their Maſter, 
I John iv. 17, | | 

28. Exactly agreeable to to this are his Words in the 
firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle, (Verſe 6, c.) God is Light, 
and in him is no Darkneſs at all. If we walk in the 
Light as he is in the Light, wwe have Fellowſhip one wvith 
another, and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth 
#s from all Sin. And again, IF we confeſs our Sins, he 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe 
un from all Unrighteouſneſs. Now it is evident, the 
- Apoſtle here alſo ſpeaks of a Deliverance wrought 22 4s 
Wiurld. For he faith not, the Blood of Chriſi will cleanſe 
(at the Hour of Death, or in the Day of Judgment) 
but it ceanſeth (at the Time preſent) us (living Chri- 

ſtians) am all Sin. And it is equally evident, that if 
any Sin remain, we are not cleanſed from al/ Sin: If 
any Unrighteouſneſs remain in the Soul, it is not clean- 
ſed from a// Unrighteouſneſs. Neither let any Sinner 
againſt his own Soul ſay, that this relates to Juſtificati- 
on only, or the cleanſing us from the Guilt of Sin; %, 


Becauſe this is confounding together what the Apoſtle 


clearly diſtinguiſhes ; who mentions firſt, 70 forgive us our 
Sins, and then zo cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. 
Secondly, Becauſe this is aſſerting Juſtification by Works 
In the ſtrongeſt Senſe poſſible : It is making all inward, 
as well as outward Holineſs, neceſſarily previous to Juſti- 


fication. For if the cleanfing here ſpoken of 1s no other 


than the cleanſing us from the Guilt of Sin, than we 


are not cleanſed from Guilt ; 7. e. are not juſtified, _ 
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the Light. It remains then, that Chriſtians are ſaved 
in this World from all Sin, from all Unrighteouſneſs: 


That they are now in ſuch a Senſe perfect, as not to 
commit Sin, and to be freed from evil Thoughts and 


evil Tempers, 
29. Thus hath the Lord fulfilled the Things he ſpake 


by his holy Prophets, which have been ſince the World 
began: By Moſes in particular, ſaying (Deut. xxx. 6.) 


1 will circumciſe thine Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed, 
to live the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and wait 
all thy Seul ; by Dawid crying out, Create in me a clean 
Heart, and renew a right Spirit within me: And moſt 
remarkably by Ezeke/, in thoſe Words, Then will I 
ſprinkle clean Water upon yu, and ye ſhall be clean; 


from all your Filthineſs, and from all your Idols will 3 


cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo will I give jou, and a 


nexw Spirit will I put within you. and cauſe you to walk. 


in my Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Judgments, and do 
them.—Ye ſhall be my People, and I will be your God. 
Iwill alſo ſave you from all your Uncleanneſjes — Thys 
faith the Lord your God, in the Day that I Hall have 
cleanſed you from all your TIniquite;—the Heathen fhall 
naw that I the Lord built the ruined Places ,—L the Lord 


ba ve ſpoken it, and I will do it, Ezek. x9xvi, 25, &c, 


30. Having therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly Bede, 


both in the Law and in the Prophets, and having the: - 2 1 


prophetic Word confirmed unto us in the Goſpel, by 


our bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles: Let us cleanſe our. 


ſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perſetting 
Holineſs in the Fear of God. Let us fear leaſt ſo many 
Promiſes being made us of entring into his Reft (which 


he that hath entred into, 7s ceaſed from his own Works) 


any of us fhauld come ſhort of it. This one Thing let us 
4; forgetting thoſe Things ewhich are behind, and reach- 


ing forth unte thoſe Things «which are before, let us preſs ' 


toward the Mark for the Prize of the high Calling of 
God in Chrift Jeſus : Crying unto him Day and Night, 
till we alſo are delivered from the Bondage of n , 
into the ge tous Liberty of the Sons of God, _- 
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